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HIS Court doth.defire Mr. 


'to Print his Sermon preached 
befoxetha By :Hagourable: the Lord 
ermen, and Citizens of 

at the Pa mY ch-of St. 
Lawrence Fury, this Day being the 
Day of Ele&ion of the Lord May- 


or this City for the Year 
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SERMON 


Preached before 


St. Lawzence Jewpy, 


 Onthe Feaſt of St. Michael, 1696. 


At the Election of the Lord Mayor for the Year 
_ enſuing. | | | x 


- 


By LILLY BUTLER Miniſter 


of St. Mary 
' Mldermanbury. | | 


LONDON: 


at the Three Pig 
the. Riga "Exch, 


The. Right Honourable — | 
The Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
EE " AND | 
Citizens of LONDON, 
| A T 
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People committed t0-your -- Gare -and-Go- 
wernment. A Confefimrwory Teafona- 
ble and bonourable _ in ſ auch an Age as 
gt wherein je ſo fo Title Regard i bad 
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f"endexvenred ; in ' this thy, 
't0 repreſent. aud. enforce #be dVlapiftrate's 
Duty with the greateſt Mes — and 
SInCerity 3 that whilſt I 2245 ; preach- 


the Duty of others '£ hr. \-of 
bo cnght {/ | forget my. own, __ * 


Mr the God of Haber, fiablſh, 


ren >, ſercle you. in, every gaod 
Work', .m 4 prudent and impartial , 
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Toe rear FOR be hath called you to, 
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to the Glay of God; the Foy of the 
People, and your own double Ho- 
nour both bere and bereafiter. This is 
the hearty Prayer of, 
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My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhips moſt obliged 
| and humble Servant, 


LILLY BUTLER; 
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Prov. xxx. 2. 


When the Righteow are in Authority, the 
People rejoyce. | 


N E great deſign of Solomon, in this Book of 

| Proverbs, is to recommend Religion, by de- 
claring theexcellent fruits, which fingle perſons 

and publick Societies might reap from the ſin- _ 
cere praQtice of it. He tells us, that length of days are in Pri _ 
her right hand, and in her left hand riches and honour ; that © © 
her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths axe peace ; 

that the Throne is ol blified, that « Nation and a C Hy are Prov.xvi, 
exalted by it: That it is the' Safety, and Honour, and 1*: 
Happineſs of a People : That it doth,.in a moſt' eminent wy = 1693 
manner, conduce to the Publick Good, and deſerve a ge- 

neral rejoycing, when it adorneth and influenceth the 

Lives of thoſe that are in' Authorircy. When the Righteous 

we in Authority, the People rejoyce. 

- {This is. a Political Aphoriſm of Solomon, a great and 1 
mighty Prince, who, better than any before or after him; 1 
underftood all the moſt advantageous methods of govern- | 
ing for' the publick good, having Wiſdom and Kponleage _ 


given him'by the ſpectal favour of God, to judpe his Peo- 


ple, over whom he had made him Xing, 2 Chron. 1.11. 
. By the Righteows, Solomon doth generally mean in this 
k of the Proverbs, thoſe that are ſo inthe moſt com- 
prehenſive ſenſe, Religious and good Men, thoſe that 
= fear God and keep his Commandments. That theſe are the 
Righteous Men ſpoken of in - Text doth farther apponr 
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| from the oppoſition of them to wicked Men in general. 
When the Righteous are in Anthority, the People rejoyce : But 
when the wicked beareth rule, the People mourn. | 

The People rejoyce, 1. e. Then they have great and wor- 
thy cauſe of rejoycing ; then their condition will be flou- 
abing and proſperous, and happy. It being very com- 
mon,to ſpeak of thoſe things as conſequent in effe&t, which 
in reaſon ought to follow. 

Thus then we may expreſs the meaning of the Propo- 
ſition in the Text. That Religions Magiſtrates do contribute 
very much to the general Happineſs of a People. When thoſe 
that have a lively and vigorous fenſe of God upon their 
Minds, and a ſincere regard to his Divine Will, when 
Men of Conſcience, Integrity, and Religion, when fach 

| Men are jn Authority, they do: highly promote the good 
eſtate of that Society they govern. 1h 

I ſhall Firff, endeavour to clear the Truth of this Pro- 
- And Secozdly, make ſome ſeaſonable Applica- 
tion of 1t. . | | 


Firſt, T ſhall endeavour to clear the Truth of this Pro- 
poſition, as it reſpes ſubordinate Magiſtrates, rhe Mint 
ſters of Juſtice for God and the Kinfs, in which ſenſe it 
3s moſt proper matter for our prefeat Conſideration, by 
fhewing theſe Foar things. 2428 


Firit, That Religious Men .in Authority, wil make 
Conſcience of performing the proper work of their Office; 
1a the ſeveral parts and exerciſes of it. * | 
. * Secondly, That the proper work of the Magiſtrate's Of- 
fice, in the ſeveral parts and exerciſes of it, doth highly ' 
- wg promate the good and happy Stave of the 

Sole _ | 


Thirdly, 
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_ Thirdly, That Religious Men in 4Juthority will perform 
all the proper exerciſes of their Office, in the toll ndvan- 
tageous manner for the effeQual promoting the publick 
good and benefit of the People, | 
' Fourthly, That great Bleflings are derived upon the 
People, for the-ſake, and by the interceſſion, of Religious 


Magiſtrates. 


_ Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew that Religious Men iz Authority, will 
make Conſcieoce of performing the proper work of their 
. Office, in the ſeveral parts and exerciſes of it, When a 
Religious Man, one that truly fears God, comes into any 
publick Office, he conſidereth- it, not only as a Place of 
Honour or Profit, but allo as a new Scene of Duty, and 
therefore preſently ſets himſelf about the ſtudy and per- 
 formanceof it'; for he cannot. be willing; oArags or 

regardleſs of any part of his Duty; He knows: that 
' Power and Authority are Tents put into his Hands by 
God, who expetts to recezve his. own with Oſury. He 
dares not therefore hide or bury them, but imployeth and 
improyeth them to thoſe Ends for which he received 
them ; remembring the account he muſt give of his Stew- 
e/dſbip, and the fearful doom of the #nprofirable Servant. 
He cannot bear the thoughts of Perjury, and therefore 
cannot fatisfie himſelf in negleQing any thing, which by 
folema Oaths he hath -obliged himſelf to perform. A 
Religious Magiſtrate then is a Magiſtrate indeed, he doth 
not only bear the Name but do the Work of- his Office, 
and that for Conſcience ſake, from a moſt ſtrong and laſting 
Principle. Such Magiſtrates then muſt needs contribute 
very much tothe Happineſs of the People, as will be far- 


ther manifeſt, by ſhewing 
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Secondly, That the proper work of the | Magiſtrates 
Office, in the ſeveral parts and exerciſes of it, doth/high- 
: ly tend to promote the good and happy State of the Peo- 
ple. They are Miniſters of God to them for good, for their 
good in all reſpeAs, promoting all their deareſt and greut- 
eft Intereſts. There is no ſort.of good, but it is the'Ma- 
giſtrates buſineſs to endeavour to procure ; and there -is 
no part of the Magiſtrate's buſineſs, but what teadeth to 
procure ſome ſort of Good to the People. This will be 
}| very evident, if we take a particular view of the ſeverat 
parts of the Magiſtrate's Office. As, es, 
Firft, - One part of the Magiſtrates Office, is to main- 
tain"their Peoples Property ; to ſecure them as far as they 
can, in the quiet poſſeſſion of their Eſtates; to take care 
to prevent and puniſh Fraud and Theft, and to oblige 
rhoſe:to Reſtitution who are unjuſtly poſſeſt of another 
Man's Goods or' Imheritance; to concern themſelves ina 
regular defence of thoſe Laws by which the Peoples-Pro- 
erty is ſecured ; that every Man may eat the labor of his 
anas, and reap the Fruirs of his Induſtry, and enjoy the 
Inheritance of his Fathers, - and fit ſecurely #»der his own 
Vine, and_ under his own Fig-tree, whilſt none are ſuffered 
to make him afraid. And how manifeſtly is the Publick: 
Good'advanced by the exerciſe of this part of the Magi- 
ſtrate's Office ? | 
* Seconaly, Another Part of the Magiſtrate's Office is:to 
maintain all the legal _ and Privileges, - Liberties and 
Immunitics, of the whole Body, and of each Member of 
the' Society ; -to ſee that no Man do opprefs his Brother, or 
ufurp'any unjuſt Power or Dominion over him ; to ſee 
thar Servants be faithful' and-obedient to their Maſters, and 
that Maſters give umo their Servants that which i juſt 'and 
"equal. 'To ſuffer no Man to tranſgreſs the Bounds of his «* 
yn proper Station, to ſeize upen the Advantages which hs 
be- 
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belgi to another's Place alling,” t6 ; node of 
belghg 50 ol into the CO e} ſeg 
watch and conſult,” and dqrercad, by "al lawful W 
that no Encroachments be made; by any arbitrary or Wl by 
gal'Proccedings, upon the” common Ptivileges of thoſe 
who are commited to their irimediate-Care and-Govern- 
ment.” And how bene; ial tothe People muſt the Exer- 
ciſe of this Part alſo of the Mapiltrate's Office bed» 44> 
> Thirdly,” Another Part of the Magiſtrate's Office is to pre- 
%  ferve their People in Pegen's to kh. them from- private: 
| | Quarrels'and publick"Tumults'7 to "compoſe "their Difle- 

. rences,-:to alle their Jealoufies;' to determine their Con- 
! troverſies, to reſtrain aid ptiniſh' the coritentious; rs dif? 
| countenance all diyiding into FaQions; and: breaking i into 
i Parties, and'to endeavour, 'as much as'iry them lierh; chat 
] ander them all "their People 'may* lead quiet and peactible 
Lives : which muſt be to the great Advantage i of- _ $0- 
ciety. Y 2"298"7:19 504 
- Fourthly, Another: Partof the Magiſtrates Office is! to 
take care of their Peo _—_ S Lives; to defend them againſt 
the open Aſſaults, and'the ſeerer Conſpiracies of malicious 
and crueF Men 3 to execute -all thoſe-Laws: which are 
made {gr the Security of every Mary's Perfon; 'rhat . the 
may /erve'God, and follow the Buſinels''of* their: ſeveral 
Calling, without Fear or * Danger, and! /ay themſelvts down 
in Peace and take their reft, and, by the Bleſſing 'of God 
ppon their! Endeavours, be made-ro dwell -in Safety, which - 
is a farther- Advancement of the: hippy Bare op CS 
People. © 

'ifthly. Another Part 'bf the Magiftraie s Office i is to 
incourage Induſtry, To 'provide Work - for thoſe that 
want it, and cannot otherwiſe maintain themſelves:and 
their Families; 'to puniſh Vagrants and" Beggars, and all 
Nzpagers of ſach unjawful Games: and Sports, as are 
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wont to-draw: Men off. from the. uſcful Imployment.:'of 
their Callings, and t6 lead ther into an jcle and diflelure 
Way of living, whereby, they become unprofirable and 
reul je gg 6 a Nr ; rok Gn boy 
ance of this Part of a Magittrate's Duty wilt highly pro- 
mote the Wealth, and therefore alGo, the. Streogt! and 
Glory of a [People ; for it is. the Hand of the diligent that 
makes even Cities and Kingdoms rb... 

Sixthly, It is another Part of the Magiftrate's Office to 
ſuccour and relieve the poor and acedy, the diftreſſed and 
aMiQed Part of the Society, |,/To lpok.to' thefaithful Ma- 


 nagementof publick Charities ; and: to,make a legal Pro- 


viſio for thoſe that cannot otherwiſe. provide for 'them- 
ſelves. To be what Jobtells us: he was, Eyes to the blind, 
Feet to the lame, and Fathers ra the poor, Job 29. 15, 16. to 
give ſcaſonable Succour tothe indigent: and fatherle/s, and 
£0 hins that hath no Helper, who are the proper ObjcQs of 
the Magiſtrate's Care and Compaſſion. This allo is an 
-— 15> which is very ferviccable to. the good of the 
cop (of | | Tf 6 tw by By | BBS 
Sevemthly, It is-a principal Part of the Magiſtrate's Of- 
fice to preſerve and; promote true Religion. | T9. reſtrain 
Meo, ;by a due Execution of Laws, from corrupting:the 
DoAtrine. it teacheth, from / throwing off the WoRthip ic 
preſcribeth,. and  tranſgreſſiing thole Rules it - obligeth 
them'to walk by. To ftop the Mouths of blaſpheming 
Atheiftsand Infigels.; to-puniſh.the jmpious Prophaners of 
God's holy. Name; and Day : ;T'o curb the Infolence of 
Luſt and Intemperance; to make the Sword which God 
and: the King have -put into their Hands 4 7errour to all 
ſuch Evil-doers, who are the Bane and Plague of a Socie« 
ty, and pull down the. Judgments.of God upon it. . To 
five all the Countenance and ProteCtion they. can to Pie« 
ty and, Virtue, and to be « Praiſe to them that do well, ga8 7 
| | beſtow 


. 
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_ When ſuch therefore are rw Authority, there muſt needs be 


_ - Tueccefsful to the making a People: happy. . : '// 


Lord, ſaith Solowos, .is the Infiruition of Wiſdom. "I dif ©07 xv- 
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beſtow: their Favour, and Places, and interiour Offices, 
not only for the Sake of Money or Party, but chiefly with 
regard to Picty and'Honelty and Virtue. To do all they 
can.that it may go well-with the righteows, for when it doth | 
ſo Salomon tells us the City rejoyseth, Prov. x 3..10.'' Theſe 

are ſome-of thoſe Exerciſes 'which the: Office: of a Magi- 
ſtrate oblige him .ro.;- and they'.do all greatly aad mani | 
feftly tend to make a People happy. And the Religious | 
Man, - as I have ſhewed, will not, dares noc negle&t any 

Part. of the Duty of that Place and 'Relation he is 1a. 


great Cauſe of Rejoycing. For the farther Confirmation 'of | 
the Truth of this Propotition, 'I proceed toſhew, | 
Thirdly, That Religious Mea in 4«thority will perform 


all the proper Exc of heir. Office, i the: moſt ad- { 
vantagious.manner,. for theeffeQuual _— the pub- 
. perform | 


lick Good and Benefit of the ogg They wil 

them moſt prudencly, moſt inipartially, moſt diligent- 
Iy, moſt caurageouſly, and. moft becomingly,. and when 
they are thus performed they” can- hardly fail of being 


Firſt, A Religious' Man. is Authority will. perform: all 
the Exerciſes'of his Office moſt pradently. The: Fear of tht * 


poſeth a Man. to do every. thing wiſely ; is wilt dire& his '* 
Thoughts, and ſteer his Judgment, and determine. his 
Choice, to tNe beft Methods for thE atraining every good 
End he'is concerned for: The Integrity of the Upyight ſbail 
guide: hin, the Righteoaſneſs of the Perfe# ſbull dire his 
Way, Prov. 11..3,,5. - 'The Religious Man hath a con- 
ſtant Regard to'that publick Good: his+ Authoriey was: gt- 


vpon his Ead, witl.not cafily!miſs the readieft Way to: 16 
He ltath-no By-Ends to:perplex his EY = p 
Ut | Sees cople's. 
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People's Good, or to 'tempt him. to {et aſide any:fitor-pro- 
per. means to promote it. He hath no private AﬀeQions or 
Paſſions, or Intereſts, ſo prevalent With him as to hinder 
his ſceing what Courſe .is beſt to take, or todivert him 


' from the' Choice of it. . \He will be ſure never to'purſue his 


Pſal.xxv.9, 
ix.12, 


Ends with any unjuſt or diſhoneſt: means,” or 'betray' the 
Folly of provoking God,for the publick Good. He is ve-. 
ry humble and modeſt, and therefore will not /zax too 
much to his own Underſtanding, but be always 'teady: to 


Hearand take good Advice. '. He «cknowledgeth God: in all 


his Ways,as the beſt. Guide and Counſcllour, and is continu- . 
ally «-king DireCtion. and: Wiſdom of him who maketh wiſe 
the ſimple, guideth the meek in Judgment, and teacheth him 
that feareth the Lord, in the Way that he. ſball chooſe. Reli- 
gion: then, | better than any thing elſe, will enable a Ma- 
giſtrate to diſcharge his Office difereerly and wiſely, and 
therefore moſt effeCtually for the Good of the People. . 
Secondly, A Religious Man ix Azthority will perform all 
the Exerciſes of his Office moſt impartially. ' He is a Fol- 
lower 'of God in all his 'Ways, and: particularly in the Ex- 
erciſe of that Authority he hath;committed to him,” and 
therefore without reſpe# of Perſons judgeth every Man's Work. 
He is not biaſſed by any- partial or corrupt Aﬀedtions, or 
ſwayed by any particular reſpe&ts. He dares not favour 
the unrighteous Cauſe of a Friend, or refuſe to interpoſe 
his Authority to relieve an injured Enemy. # doth not 
conniveat the Oppreſfons of his own Servants or Officers, 
or juſtifie the wicked for reward. Gold hath no Weighr 


-in the Balance of Juſtice when a religious Man holdeth it. 


He takes no Bribes to blind his Eyes, no Gifts to_pervert the 
Ways of Tudgment,. nor regardeth the rich more than the poor. 
All other. Conſiderations are impertinentand infignificant 
to him,” beſide the Right and: Reaſon'of the Caſe, or:the | * 
real Merits of the Perlon. - He'endeavaurs to — | 
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”” ingof then,” How happy py then mult that People be, 
& 2 CURE © . a | 


9” . Eleflimof the Land Mayor, in. © 
ſelf's rerrovr to evid-doers, and « praiſeto them that do wel, - 
of whatParty of Profeſſion, of what Quality or Degree 
ſoever they are. And Laws are never {d likely to ac- 
compliſh choſe good Ends for which they were-made, 
as when they are thus equally and impartially execu- 
ted. 'And-from whom ean you expe@ this, but only 
from Religious Magiſtrates, ſuch as Fear God, and 
Hate Covetouſneſs ? | 

Thirdly, A Religious Man in Authority, will per- 
form all the Exerciſes of his Office molt diligently. 

St. £asl particulasly requiretlh of - him that ruleth, that 
he do it with diligence, Rom. xii. 8. And the Religi- | 
ous Magiſtrate wHll be ſure not to fail in his Obedience 
to this Command. 'Fhat he may be the Minifter of 
God effeRually for the People's good, he will attend com- 
fiiawally on this wery thing. He hath ſuch a conſtant 
awful ſenſe of God upon his Mind, that he dareth not 
be /loathful in his befineſs, or do the work of the Lord 
»egligently. He is ſach a great and hearty Friend to 
the Publick Good, that he cannot be ſluggiſh or in- 
different, or ſoon weary or faint in the purſuit of it. 

He is not ſoftened with Luxury, indiſpoſed by Intem- 

rance, or diverted by the Service of any finful Luſt, . 
ike thoſe great Men, the Prophet Amos mentioneth, amos vi. 6. 
who lived at Eaſe in Zion, who drink Wine in Bowles, who 

arink and forget the Law, and are not concerned for the Proy.xxxi.s. 
affliFion. of Joſeph, diſpoſed, or at leiſure to Redreſs 
the Grievances of the People. He hath too great a 

V__ the Glory of God,: and the Intereſt of Piety 

and Virtue, careleſly or purpoſely to decline, or hea- 
rilyor negligently to perform, thoſe Exercifes of his 

ſo highly ſerviceable to the advanc+ 


Ce; which are 


where 
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Prov. XIV, 2 6, 


where ſuch Righteous Men are in Authority, Men that 
make a Conſcience of diligently imploying their Time, 
and Care, and. Study, and Endeavours for the Publick 
Benefit, in performing all the Exerciſes of thoſe high 


- and uſeful Callings they are advanced to ? 


Fourthly, The Religious Man i» Authorgy will per- 
form all the exerciſes of his Office moſt Courageoully. 
Religion inſpires a Magiſtrate with undaunted Zeal: 
and Courage, and aQtuateth all the Vigours of his Soul 
in doing his Duty. In the fear of the Lord is ſtrong con- 


Prov. xxvii.l« GJexce, 1aith Solomon, and the Righteoms is bold as « Lyon, 


x: Chron.xix. 
1.3. 


he feareth the Face of no Man, neither the Threats of 
the Mighty, nor the'Cenſures of the People, whilſt 
he. is din and labouring for his-God. He /overh. 
God with all his Heart, and preferreth the Publick be- 
fore any Private Intereſt, and therefore cannot be Cold- 
or Cowardly, in ſerving God or doing Publick Good. 
He is 4 good Courage, and behaveth himſelf Valiantly 


for his People, and for the Cities of his God, He dares 


perform whatever the Duty of his Place requireth of 
him. Fhis one Conſideration, that it is his Duty, 
weigheth down all the Danger, and Difficulties, and - 
Oppoſition ke is to Confliat with. He is nor abaſhed-++ 
with the ſenſe of his own guilt, when he ſhould pu- *? 
niſh an evil-doer. He hath the teſtimony of a good: -. 


' Conſcience, 'which-is an #0» Pillar, a brazen Wal, 


an invincible Defence, againft all the Miſchiefs and | 
Reproaches the faithful diſcharge of his Office can ex- 
poſe him to. He-hath a conftant regard to that recom-. 
pence of the-reward, the joy that is ſet before him, and this 
giveth him Spirit and Courage to bear up againft alt 
the Batteries of Temptation. He is frong #n the Lord, : 
and in the power of bis might, continually fetching non 7 $08 
| oly E 


CIT 


WEL ee tl. A. 


"TR 4 


Eleftion of the Lord Mayor. 19 


Y Wo : 
"4 x3 
4 
Ly 


holy Fire from Heaven, by fervent Prayers and Sup- 

0 rTAG to inflame his Courage, and animate his | 
eſolution in doing all that is to be donE by him. He 

hath a great Affurance of the Divine ProteQion and | 

Aſſiſtance, and therefore dealerh Conrageouſly, becaule , chion.vie 

he knoweth that the Lord will be with the good, How 11. 

great then muſt the Happineſs of that People be, 

where ſuch Righteous Men are in Muthority, Men that 

will be always endeavouring the advancement of it, 

with ſuch irreſiſtible Zeal and Courage ? 

Fifthly, The Religious Man in Authority will per- 
form all the. exerciſes. of his Office moſt Becomingly. 
He is the moſt fit and proper Perſon to be ſo imploy- 
ed.-' His. own praCtice doth recommend and inforce 
his Endeavours for ſuppreſſing of 'Wickedneſs, and the 

 -encouraging of Virtue and Religion. | 

It looks like Envy, or Jeft, or Craft, in a Vicious 
Mao, to attempt the puniſhing of that he will not for- 
bear, and the encouraging that he will not praQtice 
himſelf. And how little - good ſucceſs can be ex- 
peed from ſuch Mens exerciſe of Authority ? But 
when a Religious Man is thus 'employed, he will 
be thought to a& from a Prineiple of © Conſcience, 
and an earneſt regard to the People's Good. His 
own exemplary Virtue will beget a great VYenerati- 

- on and AﬀeCtion for his Perſon, and that- will add 
great Weight and Anthority toall he doth. There 
appeareth ſomething very kind and obliging in his 
. endeavours , to propagate that he ſo much values, 
and chooſes for himfelf, and to reſtrain Men from, 
thoſe Vices he is ſo zealous to purge'out of his own 

Life.: So that if we conſider, in what an advanta- 

.geous mariner- the Religious Man'doth exerciſe his 
] RY Hh Authority 
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Authority. for the effeQtual' promoting the Publick 
Good, we cannot but conclude, that when ſuch Men 
are in © Authopity there muſt needs be very great 
cauſe of rejojcing. This will be yer farther manifeſt 
by ſhewing | 


Fourthly, That great Bleſſings are derived upon 
"the People, for thewdake, and by the interceſſion of 
Religious Magiſtrates. What Men are ſo qualified 
to ſtand in the Gap, and to tarn away Wrath from the 
People, as a Religious Mofes, ſuch Righteow Men i» 
Anthority ? How much will their fervent prayers avail 
with God > How prevailing will their intereft in 
their People's Happineſs be, for the procurjag Pub- 
- lick Bleſſings upon them ? The Jews were generally 


proſperous or unhappy , according as their Gover-. 


nours were Righteous or Wicked : 'Fhey received 
great Favours and Deliverances , and ſuffered great 
Puniſhments and Calamities for their ſakes. There 
is nothing more acceptable to God than the faithful 
Execution of the Magiſtrate's Office, which Religi- 


on doth effeually obs bim to. To do Juſtice ang 
ble 


Judgment is more acceptable to Gonl than Sacrifice, Prov. 


Num. xxv.'6, XX1. 3. The ſtaying of the Ps from: Iſraelis attri- 


buted, by God himſelf, to. the Zeal of Phinehas in ex- 
ecuting Judgment , without any notice taken of the 
ropes Humiliation , their meeping before the. door of 
the T ahernacle of the Congregation. One Religious Ma- 


giſtrate executing Judgments might have faved the 


great City Jeruſalem, Jer. 5. 1. - If ye tan find a Mun 
aith God to them, if there be any that execureth Jude- 
ment and ſeeketh, the Truth, I will: pardon it, 1f now 


we lay all theſe things together , they will fufſ6- 


ciently 
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 ciently clear the Truth: of this Propoſition, This Re- 
_ligionus Magiſtrates do contribute wery nach to the genetal 
_ Happineſs 0 | 


4 People, TI proceed now . 
| Secondly, To make ſome ſeafonable Application of 
it. From hence we may learn | 


Firſt, That Religion and Piety are chiefly to be 
regarded in the Choice of Magiſtrates3 nothing 
being more neceſſary or uſeful, ro make them effe- 
Qual Inſtruments of promoting the Publick Good. 
This was the reaſon of that Advice ow to his 
Son-in-Law Moſes, ExodiffſKviii. 21. Thos ſhalt pro- 
vide. out of all the People ,, able Men, ſuch as fear God 
and : bate Covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them, and 
let them Judge the People at all times. The happy State 
of this City then is. very much in your own power, 
becauſe *the Choice of your: Magiſtrates is ſo, upon 
which it. ſo very. much depends.. And if, laying 
alide all reſpe& to private Intereſts or Parties, you 
would always make this your principal Aim in be- 


ſtowing, and Voting into Offices, that Righreow Men 


might be: in' Authority 5 you would certainly have . 
great reaſon. to rejoyce in the happy Pruits of their 
Intereſt with God; and- their Labours for the Pub- 


lick Goad, =_—_ 


Secondly, We may allo learn frag: what hath been 
ſaid, That we ought to give great Honour and Re- 
war avadk who are Minifters of 

for ſo: much good , and Inſtruments of convey» 


ing ſo great Benefits: to-us. Terrtwitns his Langage, 


expreſs. 


when it is direQed| to a good Magiſtrate, doth bur 


22 


A Sermon Preach'd at the 


NN —— 


AR, xxiv. 2,3. 


exprels the due ſenſe-we ought to have of our Ob- 
ligations to him. Seeing that by "thee we enjoy preat 


quietneſs, and that wery worthy deeds are done unto 


this Nation by thy Providence, we accept it always, and 
in all places with all thankfulneſs. We ſhould heartily 
Pray, eſpecially, for our Righteous Magiſtrates, chear- 
fully render them all their Dues, zealouſly vindicate 
them from all unjuſt Cenſures and Reproaches, and 


confer all we can to their Support, and Eaſe, and 


Comfort, under that load of Care: and Toil they 


ſuſtain for the Publick Good. | 


Thirdly.,, From hence @{o we may learn, That 
a Good Man ſhould not be too obſtinate in refu- 
ſing the Office of a Magiſtrate , when by the Pro- 
vidence of God , by the Favour of the 'Prince, or 
by the EleQtion of the People- he is called to it. 
The. conſideration of that Publick: Good he' is qua- 
lified to promote by it , ſhould weigh more with 


him, than the Care or Labour, the Charge or Cen- 


ſures it may bring upon him. me 


Fourthly ,  T ſhall Apply what hath been faid in 
a word of Exhortation to thoſe that are in Autho- - - 
rity; That they would approve themſelves Religi- - 
ous and Good Men, by a due Exerciſe of the fſe- 


. veral parts-of their Office, by being diligent and 


COUrageous In. a ent and impartial Execution of 


thoſe Laws; 7 made for the puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs ani Vice, and the maintenance of true Re- 
ligion: and Virtue. For 'by this. meansit is that the 
Righteous in Authority do make their People Happy. 

And: for the inforcing of this Exhbortation , I Gal 


as -< nr 
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lay before you theſe following Arguments for your 
Conſideration. h | 


Fir# , Conſider the' neceſſity of fuch a faithful 
and diligent diſcharge of publick Offices ; 1n order 
' to your- eſcaping the Wrath to come, even the greater 
damnation. Your Talents are. larger, and the Im- 
provement of them of higher conſequence to the 
Honour of God , and to the Good of Mankind than 
other Mens 3 and as this doth adyance your Ob- 
ligation to Diligence and Induſtry, ſo it will ag- 
gravate the Negle&,, inflame the Reckoning, and 
increaſe the Damnation of the f/lothful and nnpro- 
fitable Servant. In ſuch cafes will be verified that 
ſaying of the Author of the Book of Wiſdow., Sap. 
Vi. 5, 6. 4 ſharp Judgment ſhall be to thers that are 
in bigh Places 5 for Mercy will ſoon pardon the mean» - 
eſt, but mighty Men ſball be mightily tormented. Un- 
to Yon much is given , and of You much will be re- 
quired, in that day when , without. reſpe# of Per- 
ſons, God will judge every Man according to his Works 
when the Small and Great ſhall ffand before God ; 
when the Magiſtrate himſelf muſt come down to 


the Bar, and give an. account of his Stewardſhip. 


to an impartial and inflexible Judge, who will have 
no conſideration of his former Wealth. or. Grandeur, 
of - the Titles' he bore, or the Preferments he en- 
joyed , or the high Places to which he was ad- 
vanced ; but: of his Works, of his faithfulneſs and 
diligence. in executing the great Truſt he repoſed, 
in Him-, and. performing that publick Service he: 
called him to. And then [ball the unprofitable Sex- - 
vent, - of what- Degree or Quality ſoever he wow 
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gnaſbing of Teeth, 5 | 

' Secondly , Conſider , The great pleaſure that will 
attend the faithful and. induſtrious Giſchare yu your 
high and. honourable Callings. ' The teſtimpoy of 
your Conſcience that you have done your Duty , 
eſpecially -in ſo difficulc and uſeful a Station , will 
be a continual Feaſt, a Pleaſure which no ſenſual 


Delights can equal ,, no Adverfity extinguiſh, no _ 


outward Violence; -no Changes or Revolutions can 
rob you . of. What a noble , SatisfaQtion will it be 
to refle&, upon all the happy 

duſtry., the Glory you have, brought to God, and 
the Good you have done to Men, how high- 


ly ioftrumental you- have been. to the Peace -and 


Safety , the Proſperity and Reformation- of that Peo- 
ple committed to. Jour Care and Government 2 This 
will give you of the\Joy of Angels, thoſe heavenly 
Minitters of God for our gooad.; yea of the greatelt 
pleaſure of God himſelf, who chiefly delighteth- in 
exerciſing loviug-kindne(s upos Earth, and doing good to 
Men. What an aflured Hope ,. what a delightful 


ProſpeQ will it give you, of the Glory and Hap- ' 


. * Pineſs reſerved in Heaven for you, What an. un- 
- ſpeakable Comfort and Refreſhment . will, it be in 
the hour of Death, when you muſt; part - with all 
your * Wealth , be deveſted of all your Pomp , re- 
Ggn all your Preferments, and yield up your Bo- 
dies to_Duſft- and Worms.; . then. to be able to fay 
with St. Paul , that. you have fought the good fiebs., 
ond faiſhid your Conſe, and fairhfully Jerved God 
and your Generations * With what Confidence then 
| nn _ 
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all his good \awd 
Man, and behold. 
4s Prace, 
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#4: > PY 
Ry _ diſcharge of => Magiſtrate's © 


Good- 
Noath -or -meartheſs of Spirit, -through Fear or an 
#ibh regards, to negle@- them., mult. needs | 
themto the" Scorn -and Tndignation of the People. 
Every -one will grudge ito {ce ſuch « price inthe 
hand of thoſe that \heve not s Heart to juſe it. But 
thaſs chat are iligent- and zealous, :in doing 'ajl 
the good 'Offices/their uy Ron then for, 
and obligeth -them 40-pe#form :3 "Fhoſe: Magiſtrates 
by whoſe Care, and I, and Induſtry, our Pro- 
] ries and Poſleſſions are/fecured.; our Rights and 
:Priviledges- maintained , - our iPerſons .defended-, 10nr 
Peace preſerved, -the :Ppor | imployed: or' [ relieved, 
Religion | advanced: , he neſs - ſuppreſſed; ; 
Tuck Men+,'fuch great-; ſuchpublick [BenefiQtors., 
will ibe'' honoured of > God -and Men 5/'They will 
$45 Sientts '0n'GoiPs Right Hand, and remembred 
| _ when he -midheth up "bis "Jewels; the . excellent - ones 
> pon Eh, in - the Wah \of God of -igndat price. 
 #Every.Man will think PAIN I——g 
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"Earth, and your Reward will be great in Heaven. The- 


World; but the Service you do to God and his People 


and, if you. make a due improvement of them,.to you 
bog | Ee. 


and Authority, which is ſo; zealouſly ard effeQually 
employed - by. them :to ſuch beneficial purpoſes... The 
Ear that heareth thens. bleſſeth them, axd the Eye that [ee- 
eth them beareth. witneſs to them ; they are: every where 
extolled and\-praifed,' and.-ſecute-a great, and- good, _ - 
and laſting Reputation. Their very; Graves: will be: * 
perfumed, their Works will praiſe them in the Duſt, 
and the gererations to come will call them bleſſex.. Such 
Righteous) Men, eſpecially Righteous Mep in Autho- Sk 
rity, will be had in everla#ing rememby ance. 


Fourthly, Conſider, -The | plorious reward-which 
God hath -prepared in_the other World for. all: ſuch 
good and faithful Servants.. ' Your. Work is: great. on 


Lord himſelf hath ſaid ye are Goas;; He hath given you 
of his Power 'and Authority, and /er, you w 5 e for 

him upon Earth ; and if you aCt for. him: faithfully and wo 
diligently, with Zeal and Courage,: he will make you 
partakers of his Nature and Glory, his Joy and -Happi- 
neſs in'a degree 'far beyond' what ;you'can now. con-- 
ceive, [and ye ſhall be like'God in Heaven. 


The faithful improvennec thoſe more- rich, and 
namerous, and uſeful Talents you are intruſted with, 
will intitle you to: a: proportionable reward in the 
great day 'of recompence. .: Your temporal Honours 
and Preferments cannot follow you: into; the other 


virtue of them will, and obtain. for you, from a 
merciful God, & far more. exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory. It is to you God hath givea the zen Talents, 


ME Jeon f the Lord Myer. 
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he : will pronounce that bleſſed Sentence, Well i4 > 
good and faithful Servants,>have ye Authority over ten Ci- 
ties. He will advance you to' the high, 


ur 6 ne eq uae 1 veable 
eaven, where Þ 
Throacs, and ſhine i wich heb ,- an ra - 


Glory. 


._ - What then remains, ut WI we all PPP our in 
| Addreſſes to God, that. Set Herwont cominsally ſupply this great 
7 08 (0 ighteons aud Religions Magiſtnater gps may 
; uily and. diligently imploy their Power and Authority, 
to the Honour of God, the Intereſt of Religion and Virtue, 
and the great and gene good. this famous Corporation, 
that. {0 ail the Pi wile rejoy ce, aud the worthy Inſtru- 
ments of our we/s, may be loved and honoured whit 
they live, and unſpeake by bag hen they. Amen. ® 
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